
  

Newtown Primary School 

Year 4 and 5 

Spring Term Overview 

 

 

History 

 

Benin 

Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the 

wider world 

To understand how the Benin Kingdom was ruled 

To find about the religious beliefs of the Kingdom of Benin 

people 

To investigate the religious beliefs of the Kingdom of Benin 

people 

To know about some of the achievements of the Great 

Kingdom of Benin 

To know the characteristics features of Great Kingdom of 

Benin 

To know what life was like for children growing up in Benin. 

 

Geography 

Trade 

To investigate where the products we buy come from. 

To understand that all product have a supply chain. 

To understand the chocolate supply chain. 

To investigate the UK’s biggest exports 

To investigate the highest value exports of different 

countries. 

To investigate whether the banana trade is fair. 

 

Science 

 

Earth and Space 

Know the position and movement of the Earth in space 

Identify planets in the solar system and their orbit of the sun 

Explore various theories behind the Big Bang Theory. 

 

Electricity 

Identify the parts of a basic series circuit 

Know how to construct a basic electrical circuit 

Explain what makes a good conductor and insulator 

Explore how to use electricity safely. 

 

 

Computing 

Communicate 

Y4 Unit 4.4 

RE 

Buddhism 

To be able to understand who the Buddha is and how he 

gained his title. 

To be able to understand the four noble truths and how they 

affect the lives of Buddhists.  

To be able to understand the main beliefs of Buddhists  

To be able to investigate the significance of Wesak and 

explore ways Buddhists celebrate it 

 

Hinduism 

To understand the basic Hindu beliefs about God 

To recognise the Aum symbol and its importance to Hindus  

To look at simple Hindu art and explore the use of simple 

patterns (great for an instant display) 

To be able to describe, explain the importance of Ganesh to 

Hindu worship. 

To look at different Hindu Gods and Goddesses and 

understand why there are so many and the role they play in 

Hindu worship.  

To understand the importance of Shrines, Puja Plates and 

Temples to Hindus 

To understand and explain the different festivals with a 

particular focus on Diwali. 

 

PSHE 

Dreams and Goals 

Healthy Me 

Music 

Stop 

Lean on Me 

MFL 

Write a few short sentences about personal experiences 

and responses using familiar expressions 

Write short phrases from memory with spelling that is readily 

understandable. 

PE 

Tag Rugby 

Gymnastics 

Art/DT 

Space 

Peter Thorpe 

I can use shape to create an effect 

I can use collage to create composition 

I can experiment with media to achieve a desired effect 

 

Abstract Art 

I can accurately mix colours 

I can use line, colour and shape to reflect emotion. 

I can use line, shape and colour to reflect a piece of music. 

I can create a portrait or still life in the style of Paul Klee. 

I can write a biography about Wassily Kandinsky. 

 

Innovate Week 

 

English 

Children of the Benin Kingdom 

Informal letters, contrasting diary entries, survival guides, 

eyewitness reports, story summaries 

Space 

Stories with familiar settings, Myths and legends, Adventure stories 

Write in a journalistic style, Explanation 

 

Poetry 

Learn by heart and perform a significant poem 

*Write a poem that conveys an image 

-classic narrative 

-power of imagery 

-free verse 

Maths 

Multiplication and division 

Area 

Fractions 

Decimals 



Medium Term Plan    

Year group:       Year 4 and 5 (Tigers) 

Teacher:   Miss Lynch 

                                                           

History Unit of Study: Benin 

Lesson Lesson objectives Learning skill  

& Vocabulary 

Lesson Summary and Key Questions. 

1 To locate Benin in Nigeria on 

a map 

To locate Benin Civilisation 

on a timeline  

 Write ‘Kingdom of Benin’ on the IWB and ask: 

What do you know about this kingdom? 

Where is it? 

Locate Benin on Google Earth and discuss the land form. Rainforest bordered by Atlantic Ocean. 

Ask: how would the landscape have affected how the people lived their lives? 

Ask: what other civilizations have we studied in history? Where does Kingdom of Benin fit in? Draw a blank time line 

on a long strip of paper with scale 30cm to 100 years.  

Help chn place KB on timeline.  

Children to write their ideas in the books. 

Collate everyone’s ideas on a sheet of paper for initial assessment. 

Chn should make links to the tree of life and water for life.  

Chn place Egypt, Ancient Greece, KB and WW2 on timeline. 

2 To know that we know 

about the past from a 

variety of sources 

 

To know that we know 

about the Benin civilization 

from: 

-Indigenous traditions 

-Oral tradition 

-Written records 

-Objects & artefacts 

-Archaeological remains 

 Historical sources- ask: 

How do we know about periods of history? Think pair share.  

Note down children’s ideas. 

Can chn  say what sources of evidence have been used for other civilizations studied so far? 

Tell chn that we can build a fuller picture of KB history from more than 1 source, their: 

storytelling, the Benin moat, bronze plaques made by the Obas, written records by the Europeans and their current 

indigenous practices. 

Divide the class into 4 groups to research each area.  

In groups chn research: 

Benin story telling 

Benin Moat facts 

The Benin Bronzes plaques 

The Igue festival 

Ask Chn to type these words into a search tool online and to make note of key facts. 

Chn could also download the Historical sources booklet from the KB web site to support.  

3 To investigate key events in 

KB history  

 Show the chn timeline from last week and ask: 

What is a timeline line? 

What do we use a timeline for? 

Who uses a timeline? 

Can we construct a timeline for KB? 



What would we need to include in KB timeline? 

Note down chn’s e.g. when started and when ended. Important events, important achievements etc 

Using at least 3 sources of evidence,  

chn to research important events on KB and make notes on: 

What happened? 

When it happened 

Who was involved 

Impact of the events. Online  

Use History Cheat Sheets to support. 

4 To understand how Benin 

Kingdom was ruled  

 

 

 What were the first kings of Benin like? 

Laminate plaque photographs from the website before this lesson. Include: 

The Oba and his chiefs. These are the last 3 photographs in the set. 

Use discussions questions:  

Who is this person? 

Do you think he is important what makes you think so?   

Chn should be able to say the chiefs are kneeling before the Oba (king) this suggest he is revered. 

The chiefs are dressed in beaded attire therefore they must be rich and important 

The priest wears coral beads too. On his plaque are depicted images of mudfish and crocodiles. This shows his 

power over these important animals of the kingdom. 

Reading the Smartnote book with the class, ask: how many types of chiefs were there?  

Children will research one of the following assigned to their group by the teacher: 

The Oba 

The Uzama 

Palace Chiefs 

Town chiefs 

The Elders 

And other community age groups. 

 Each group to report back on their findings. 

Extension 

The class could write a play script of Benin Royal court proceedings on e.g.  

The king and chiefs deliberating on a border violation. 

Who has encroached on their land? 

What actions must be taken to evict them? 

 

5 To find about the religious 

beliefs of the Kingdom of 

Benin people 

 1. The Oba 

2. Gods  

How can we know about the religious beliefs of the KB people?  

Recap of the different ways we could know. 

Tell chn that one of the ways is through stories.  As a class read the Benin creation story. Download from web site. 

What can we learn about KB religious beliefs from this story? 



There is a god for every aspect of life.  

They have to keep in with the gods. 

The Oba is a god on earth.  

Chn will write an illustrated story map of Bini creation story.  

HA could write this as a mythical story. 

HA will be supported to complete their story map.  

6 To investigate the religious 

beliefs of the Kingdom of 

Benin people 

 Children to continue with their work on KB religious beliefs today. 

Inform them that today they will research and find out about the different KB gods.  

Use Photograph 41 – A priest for class to discuss what his duties could be.  

BBC Bite size website. 

Chn Watch YouTube video:  

Crown Prince Of Benin Kingdom Visits Chief Osa And Osuan Monasteries 

Chn Research KB gods. Produce Zig zag books. 

 To know about some of the 

achievements of the Great 

Kingdom of Benin 

 

To demonstrate 

understanding of why the 

Kingdom of Benin soldiers 

were so successful 

 How did KB soldiers prepare for war? 

What part did the Benin bronze plaques play? 

What did the soldiers wear? 

About the kingdom expansion 

Tell the class that today they will travel back in a time capsule to visit the KB.  Their mission is to collect as much 

information as possible about the KB soldiers.  

Give each pair a KB soldier photograph which they will not be allowed to return home with. They can make 

sketches and label these.  They must plan what they will need to take in order to record their information 

accurately.  

They may use the internet to find out what each ammunition is called and used for. The period that type of 

ammunition was in use by soldiers.  

Laminated copies of photographs: 

-A Benin soldier 

-A Benin soldier with different helmet 

-Benin soldiers 

-Portuguese mercenaries 

-European mercenaries  

Children will rotate round tables to view and gather as much information as possible about the Benin soldiers. They 

may sketch and label their drawings 

Questions they should seek to answer: 

Who is this person/ persons? 

What are they wearing? Why? 

What are they holding? Why? 

Where are they going? 

Where have they been? 



 To know the characteristics 

features of Great Kingdom 

of Benin 

 

To know what life was like 

for children growing up in 

Benin.  

 

 

 What was life like for ordinary people in Benin? 

Princess Iyomon diaries.  

YouTube videos 

The bronze plaques. 

Tell the chn that in the next few weeks we will be investigating what life was like in the kingdom of Benin that set it 

apart from other kingdoms.  

We will be looking at how ordinary people led their daily lives in the kingdom.   

This week we will looking at children and growing up through the Princess Iyomon Diary.   

Point out that one source of evidence is never enough to confirm as the truth. That evidence must be tested and 

questioned before accepting as fact.  

Tell them that they must check any dairy entry with at least two other sources before accepting as truth.  

Ask them: 

What other source could we use to test the diary entries? (The bronze plaques, oral stories, the people’s present 

practises) and evidence from other books, internet and available artefacts. 

As a class read a dairy entry each day. 

Children to answer related comprehension questions which can be downloaded from the web site.  

Testing the facts; 

Read the dairy entry ‘Ill’  

What evidence do we have to accept the contents of this narrative as true? 

Chn should set out their supporting evidence to prove or disprove accuracy of the diary narrative. 

1.She was ill 

 The forest trees provide her with a cure. 

2.Her mum looked after her.  

3.The princess owned chickens and goats.  

 To know the characteristics 

features of Great Kingdom 

of Benin 

 

To understand how ordinary 

people in the Kingdom of 

Benin lived their lives 

 

To know about the different 

jobs the people of KB did 

 What jobs did the people do? 

Blacksmiths and builders; 

Farmers and traders; 

Musicians and entertainers; 

Doctors and priests; 

Craftsmen & cloth weavers; 

Ivory and wood carvers. 

Inform children that today they will continue with researching aspects of KB life.  

Today’s question is: What jobs did the people do in the kingdom of Benin.  

Split class into 6 groups to research each of the jobs above.  

Remind them to use at least 2 sources of evidence to back their facts.  

Children to use class IWB, internets and books to research their specialist area.  

Children note down main features of each job: 

Who does it? 

What training is need? 

Who uses the service? 



Who buys the goods? 

 To know the characteristics 

features of Great Kingdom 

of Benin 

 

To ask relevant questions 

about aspects of KB 

achievements 

 

To know what and how the 

Kingdom of Benin traded 

with other people. 

 What did the Benin have to offer foreign traders? 

Who produced the goods or produce that the KB traded with? 

Who did the Kingdom of Benin trade with? 

What good did they trade? 

What currency did the KB trade with?  

Discuss foreign trade features. 

Remind children of the location of the kingdom. 

What would be the advantages of these?  Rainforest 

bordered by the sea (Atlantic Ocean) and Rivers Niger and Benue. 

What produce or commodities would they have had to trade? 

Chn to research this area on the internet. There is a lot of information on this.  

There are plenty of worksheets on the web site that children can use for their investigation.  

Children will use clipart or other multimedia to produce leaflets on KB foreign trade. 

HA could work independently. 

LA will use frames to support their research.  

 To know how and why 

Europeans made contact 

with Africans 

 

To use role play to explore 

aspects of Europeans and 

Africans first meetings 

 

To ask relevant questions to 

extend their understanding 

and knowledge of this 

period in history 

 

To use their knowledge to 

discuss links and differences 

between different periods in 

history 

 Interview a European trader 

Use role play and drama for children to demonstrate their historical understanding of KB. 

This drama activity lends itself well to assembly production. 

Prepare character for: 

European trader 

A European missionary 

A European scribe 

A chief 

A carrier 

An interpreter.   

the Oba 

For a simple plot. 

The Europeans have travelled across the seas to find a trade route to the North. The Missionary wants to convert 

some people on the way. 

The carrier has helped the Europeans carry their supplies from their ship across land to the king’s palace.  

The interpreter works on the docks and understands a little Portugi. 

The Oba is interested in what his visitors have to say however he is advising them against travelling through the 

interiors of Africa to the North.  

He warns them about fierce and dangerous man-eating animals and mosquitoes that make you very ill and kill 

many Whitemen.  

He informs them that there are rouges and thieves to contend with too and robbers on the way.   

The king however promises them good trading relationship with his kingdom.  

What will the Europeans decide to do? 

This is open to children’s creativity interpretations. 



Remind children to use their knowledge of how global trade and cooperation is done these days. What is still the 

same? Which aspects are now different (WWW/ Google translate/TV)? 

In 3 different groups children decide amongst themselves who will play each character.  

They plan the dialogue. They decide what the outcome will be: to listen to the king or not. 

Using appropriate props, each group presents their play to the rest of the class.   

Grouping: mixed ability group works best. Children should be given roles they have strength in e.g a good writer 

should be given the role of scribe. 

 To know festivals that the KB 

people celebrated. 

 What festivals did the people celebrate? 

Watch the YouTube video on the webiste.  

Read information on the web links. 

Children can show their understanding by composing tweets in role as spectators or participants at the festivals 

 To understand reasons why 

KB civilization came to an 

end 

 

To compose relevant 

questions to aid 

understanding of the 

beginning of the end for the 

KB civilization 

 

To ask relevant questions 

which demonstrate their 

knowledge of the effects of 

Scramble for Africa on the 

people 

 The scramble for Africa. 

Research Scramble for Africa and the results for African kingdoms. 

What was the scramble for Africa? 

Why did it start and who started it? 

What was the result for both sides?  

Children to research this on the internet. They can begin with the link on the web site. 

Remind children that knowing about what happened in history is not enough, they need to able able to analyse 

how this changed the world. Ask them to think about sensible questions which will show their understanding of the 

impact of the scramble for Africa. 

Chn in 1, 2, and 6 groups, chn share their research findings. 

Children to compose questions to ask: 

A European on hot seating. 

An African king on hot seating.  

 To understand reasons why 

KB civilization came to an 

end 

 

To know about the 

incidence that led to the 

end of the KB. 

 Why and how was the Benin Kingdom destroyed? 

Read simplified summary of the Benin Massacres. 

Ask: Whose fault was it? 

Read the newspaper articles on how the British prepared for the attack on Benin. 

Was this reaction justified? 

Was there any other way to respond to the incident?  

Children to write a newspaper article to show their understanding of this event. 

What happened? 

Where? 

When? 

Why? 

How? 

Who was involved? 

What was the result? 



 To participate in discussions 

and debate to show 

understanding of KB 

civilisation  

 

 

 Debate:  

Inform children that they will be taking part in debating the motion: ‘Should original art from Benin Kingdom be 

returned to the Benin people?’ 

Explain that there are ‘for’ and ‘against’ role cards: 

For: 

Jon British activist: Britain should be returning every artefact they removed from other countries to them.  Those 

people are not currently getting any returns on their ancestors hard labour.  

Mr Ayo University Lecturer in Lagos Nigeria: my students will benefit from seeing the real original bronzes. 

Mr James Museum curator Lagos: If the bronzes are in Nigeria, we can draw more visitors to our museums. 

Mr Ben local politician Benin: I promised my constituent that I would restore everything taken away from them to 

them. The Benin bronzes will make them happy. 

Against 

Lola university student Berlin: I think that if the bronzes are left where they are, more people can learn about them. 

Chief Egbe; If you return them to us who will care for them? Before you know it someone will claim them and we 

will never see any of them again. ‘I beg o, leave them where dem dey.’ It is well with them. 

Eridia recent tourist to London: I went to see the bronze plaques at the British Museum, I was so impressed by how 

much care they have taken of them. They are so clean and well cared for. I think they should remain with the 

British. I would like to visit London again so and I will go and see them again. They make me happy and proud to 

be from Benin. 

Mr Awolowo international businessman. My children are all in the USA or London. If you return the bronze plaques 

to Nigeria how will they see them. The bronze plaques are also their heritage you know, leave them exactly where 

they are.  

 Children to decide which side they want to take. 

In two groups, Children compose their case for and against. 

They write their persuasive statements calling on their key witnesses to support their case. 

  

 To participate in discussions 

and debate to show 

understanding of KB 

civilisation 

 Debate: Should original art from Benin Kingdom be returned to Nigeria? 

This week arrange the class as a courtroom. Download the debate pack from the web site.  

Invite another class to be the jury and judge. 

 Children present their cases to another class or at whole school assembly. 

 To participate in role play 

and drama 

 

To understand historical 

concepts such as continuity 

and change, cause and 

consequence. 

 

To understand the methods 

of historical enquiry, 

 For this lesson you will need the Benin Debate lesson notes from the KB website. 

A week before lesson sequence display mock trial notice in the classroom and around the school e.g. Officer Jack 

Smith is indicted with crimes against The Benin Empire.  

Download pupil’s evidence bundle from the KB website for chn to read through the evidence. 

Allocate roles or let chn choose for: Judge, Prosecution Barrister, Defence Barrister, the accused and witnesses for 

both sides. A full list is available in the judge’s script also downloadable form the KB web site. 

Split the class into prosecution and defence sides. Work with each side to compose their trial bundle.  

Set up the courtroom either in your class or the hall and allow chn plenty of practice.  

Chn to read their pupil’s evidence bundle sheets and highlight points which they feel are good and important 

evidence for this case (+ and -). 



including how evidence is 

used rigorously to make 

historical claims. 

 

To recognize how and why 

contrasting arguments and 

interpretations of the past 

have been constructed. 

 

 

With show of hands, chn pick which side they want to be on. 

With show of hands, chn pick the character they would like to play. 

Each child composes their answers to their side barrister questions.  

The Portuguese witnesses should learn simple words in Portuguese like Si for yes. 

The whole class practise the full trial. They present this to an audience. 

 To create own account of 

aspects of KB civilisation  

 Explain to the children that in the next 2 lessons they will summarise their learning of the unit by preparing and 

presenting structured narrative of KB civilisation using PPT in pairs. 

Provide children with laptops to set out their presentation.  

Children to use PPT to structure their text using features such as: 

• Headings 

• underling 

• Bullet points 

numbering  

 

Geography Unit of Study: Trade  

Lesson Unit Coverage/ 

objectives  

Learning skill  

& Vocabulary 

Lesson summary & key questions 

 

1 To investigate where the 

products we buy come 

from. 

 

• import 

• export 

 product 

Main teaching: 

Match the vocabulary to the definitions. Then challenge students to guess the product.  

Tell students that trade gives us most of the products we use in our everyday lives. What is trade? The UK imports 

many products and also exports products around the world. Some products we use are made in the UK while 

others are imported from other countries. Can they guess which of the four products was made in the 

UK/imported? 

Why do we import products from abroad instead of making them in the UK? 

- Climate - Can students think of any other foods that we cannot grow in the UK? 

- Cost – Why is it cheaper for some products to be made abroad? 

Trade occurs on different scales. Can the students classify the examples as either local, national or 

international? 

Make it clear that sometimes there are disadvantages to trade too, which will be investigated later. 

Challenge the students to research the products online and then match them to the statements about where 

they were invented/manufactured. 

2 To understand that all 

products have a supply 

chain. 

• raw materials 

• supplier 

Main teaching: 

Match the vocabulary to the definitions.  



 • manufacturer 

• distributor 

• retailer 

• consumer 

Ask students how they think the products they buy get to the shops. For example, do the people working in our 

local supermarket go to Columbia to pick the bananas we buy? 

Look at the definition of a supply chain. Ask the students to describe the sequence of processes involved in the 

milk supply chain to their partner. Why do we call it a supply ‘chain’? 

Group activity: Challenge the students to sort and order the four supply chains.  

Plenary: 

Watch ‘The Story of Our Chocolate Journey’ to find out about the processes involved in the chocolate supply 

chain. 

Group activity: 

Students order the processes involved in four different supply chains including those of: 

- bananas 

- T-shirts 

- bookshelves 

- coffee 

Individual activity: 

Students order each supply chain by numbering them 1-6. 

Easier – Students are given the first and last process (i.e. 1 & 6) 

Harder ¬– Students order all six parts of the supply chain. 

If the students worked in one of the jobs in the supply chains, which one would it be and why? 

3 To understand the 

chocolate supply chain. 

 

• plantation 

• consumer 

• raw materials 

• distributor 

• retailer 

• manufacturer 

Main teaching: 

Match the vocabulary to the definitions.  

Look at the definition of a supply chain. Ask the students to describe the sequence of processes involved in the 

milk supply chain to their partner. 

Challenge the students to quickly order the processes of the banana supply chain. Did the students put the 

links of the banana supply chain in the correct order? 

Look at the diagram of a typical supply chain. Which stage in the diagram does not occur in the banana 

supply chain? (Manufacturing). Can the students think of any products that are manufactured? 

One example of a manufactured product is chocolate. Watch or read ‘The Story of Our Chocolate Journey’ 

(transcription on last slide). 

Group activity: Students order the processes involved in the chocolate supply chain and match them to the 

caption cards. 

Group activity: 

Students order the processes involved in the chocolate supply chain and match them to the caption cards. 

Writing activity: 

Students write a paragraph to describe each stage in the chocolate supply chain. 

Easier – Students use a writing frame with vocabulary prompts. 

Harder – Students write in exercise books using photos and vocabulary prompts. 

4 To investigate the UK’s 

biggest exports 

 

• bank 

• export 

• import 

Main teaching: 

Match the vocabulary to the definitions.  

The UK imports and exports many products. Can the students remember  



• manufactured where any of the products come from? 

Look at the table showing where UK exports go and answer questions: 

1) Which country is the UK’s largest export market?  

2) How many countries does the UK export more than £20 billion of goods to? 

3) How much more does the UK export to the Italy than China? 

Now look at the table showing the UK’s top ten exports and answer questions: 

1) What was the UK’s biggest export in 2015? 

2) What is the UK’s second biggest export in 2015? 

3) How much more were UK exports in vehicle parts worth than gas? 

4) How do you think this has changed in the past 7 years? 

What have all the exports in blue font got in common? They are all manufactured. Why does the UK specialise 

in exporting manufactured goods? Explain that the UK is a developed country so it exports more valuable 

manufactured products instead of cheaper primary products (e.g. bananas). 

Tell the students the UK has no gold mines. Why was gold the top UK export in 2015? Explain that the UK banking 

sector is the biggest in the world and holds around 10,000 tonnes of gold. Lastly, look at why the UK is still a big 

exporter of petrol, oil and gas. 

Students use Microsoft Power Point to make a table of the UK’s top ten exports. They then create a bar graph 

or pie chart using www.chartgo.com to illustrate this data. 

Easier – Step-by-step instructions and some data already filled in  

Medium – Step-by-step instructions 

Harder – Minimal instructions (IT experts only!) 

5 To investigate the highest 

value exports of different 

countries. 

 

• textiles 

• economy 

• petroleum 

• income 

• GDP/capita 

Main teaching: 

Match the vocabulary to the definitions.  

Every country in the world exports a variety of products. What is a country’s highest value export? It is the 

product that makes a country the most money through trade. 

Countries have different human and physical resources on which their economies and trade are based. What 

are the resources in the photos? Are they human or physical? 

There is another resource that is vital to every country’s economy. Can the students guess what it is based on 

the photos? Education and skills of a population. 

Look at the examples of Norway, Ghana, France and Greenland. Can the students identify the industries in the 

photos and the human and physical resources they require? 

Introduce the activity and the concept of GDP/capita as a measure of a country’s income. How could we find 

out the GDP/capita of Canada using a internet search engine? 

Are there any patterns in terms of high/low GDP/capita? Do these patterns match the map of the world’s 

developed and developing countries? 

 Students identify the highest value exports of countries around the world. They use Google Maps and 

an online map of highest value exports around the world. 

This activity could also be done using an atlas and a print out of the map of highest value exports. 

Easier – Students identify highest value exports of 25 countries. 

Medium – Students identify highest value exports and GDP/capita of 25 countries. 



Harder – Students identify highest value exports and GDP/capita of 30 countries. 

6 To investigate whether the 

banana trade is fair. 

 

• company 

• profit 

• consumer 

• plantation 

Main teaching: 

Match the vocabulary to the definitions.  

Do students know which countries the UK imports bananas from? Introduce the concept of a supply chain. 

Can students think of any processes involved in the banana supply chain? Challenge students to put the links 

of the banana supply chain in order.  

Look at the people/companies involved in the banana supply chain? Which part of the chain do the students 

think makes the most money? (Students fill in Section 1 of the activity sheet.) Ask one child how they have 

divided the 30p and to explain their reasoning. 

N.B. It is a good idea to give students plastic money to help them work out each group’s share. 

Introduce the group activity. 

Group activity: 

- Split the students into five groups and give each group a different role card. Tell the students to find out the 

different jobs/costs involved in their role. How much of the 30p do they think they deserve? (Students fill in 

Section 2 of the activity sheet.) 

- Now ask each group what cut of the 30p they should receive. Inevitably the amounts will add up to more 

than 30p! Ask each group to send a representative to argue their case. Facilitate the negotiations until students 

have agreed each group’s share. (Students fill in Section 3 of the activity sheet.) 

- Now reveal what each link in the supply chain actually receives. Do students think this is fair? How can 

consumers make a difference to this situation? Explain how Fairtrade works and watch the ‘What is Fairtrade’ 

video. (Students fill in Section 4 of the activity sheet.) 

 

Science Unit of Study: Electricity    Space 

Lesson Unit Coverage/ objectives  Learning skill  

& Vocabulary 

Lesson summary & key questions 

 

1 I can name and recall 

information about the 

planets. 

Research, dwarf planet, 

star, galaxy, milkyway 

Children research key facts about the solar system and planets. Can children name all the planets in 

order? Create mnemonics and double page spread. 

 I can order key events in the 

space race. 

USSR, USA, moon, sputnik, 

Laika,  

Children have blank events and have to find the dates and order chronologically on timeline. 

2 I can describe the 

movement of the moon 

and earth in space. 

Orbit, spin, sun, seasons, 

night, day. 

Create split pin diagram. Get children to demonstrate orbit and spin around each other. In books 

write short explanation. 

3 I can describe the phases of 

the moon 

Waxing, waning, moon, sun Use torch and balls to demonstrate. Watch YouTube film. Children create images and label/describe. 

4 I can plan and carry out a 

fair test 

Fair, variables, slowest Children plan fair test to demonstrate which material makes the best parachute fir a safe landing. 

Write explanation/description of investigation. 

    



 

Art Unit of Study: Peter Thorpe      

Lesson Unit Coverage/ objectives  Learning skill  

& Vocabulary 

Lesson summary & key questions 

 

1 I can use shape to create 

an image. 

Draw accurately Children create simple outlines with little to no detail to use as template in next lesson. Focus on size 

and accuracy when drawing. Use a ruler when needed. 

2 I can use collage to create 

a composition. 

Create an aesthetically 

pleasing composition 

Using drawings from previous lesson, children cut out shapes and arrange them on black card to 

create Peter Thorpe inspired artwork. 

3 I can experiment with 

media to achieve a desired 

effect. 

Use negative space and 

colour to create an effect. 

Use pastels chalks and paints to create backgrounds similar to Peter Thorpe using negative space to 

make the background stand out. 

    

1 I can accurately mix colours Mix, shade, warm, cool, 

contrast, compliment. 

Create a colour wheel and colour calculations. How do you make colours darker/lighter? How do you 

stop colours being flat? 

2 I can use colour to reflect 

emotion. 
Emotions, mix, contrast, 

compliment. 

Use blank faces/squares to create colour for emotions. Is there more than one colour? 

3 I can use line, shape and colour 

to reflect a piece of music. 
Abstract As above use colour in boxes, then add shape and line if children feel they want to. What do you see? 

How can you make it look abstract? 

4 I can create a portrait or still life 

in the style of Paul Klee. 
Square, collage, Paul Klee Cut out pictures of ourselves and add more squares of colour to create a piece in the style of Paul 

Klee. Make links to collage from space topic. 

5 I can write a biography about 

Wassily Kandinsky 
Kandinsky. Chronological, 

research. 

Children research Kandinsky and create biography of life. 

 

RE Unit of Study:  

Lesson Unit Coverage/ objectives  Learning skill  

& Vocabulary 

Lesson summary & key questions 

 

1 To be able to understand who 

the Buddha is and how he 

gained his title. 

Religion, Buddha, 

Buddhism, enlightenment. 

Retell the story of Buddha finding enlightenment. What is important for true happiness? Wat is 

enlightenment? 

2 To be able to understand the 

four noble truths and how they 

affect the lives of Buddhists.  

Four truths, enlightenment. Learn about the noble truths and apply them to different scenarios. Write on post it notes for floor 

book. Children are given situations and give advice by using the eightfold path. 

3 To be able to understand the 

main beliefs of Buddhists  

The eightfold path Children learn about each part of the Eightfold Path and give examples of how these can be 

applied to every day life. Practise meditation. 

4 To be able to investigate the 

significance of Wesak and 

Celebration, ritual, festival,  Children view footage of Wesak and know and understand the rituals and traditions. Then 

compare to another festival/celebration using a table in books. 



explore ways Buddhists celebrate 

it 

    

1 To understand the basic Hindu 

beliefs about God 

 Introduction 

What is Hinduism? Paired discussion followed by group/class discussion with mind mapping on the 

board (can be photographed and stuck in books for evidence).  

Show the children the BBC clip on ‘what Hindus believe about God’ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/hindu-god-ganesh/4798.html  

Discuss the symbolism of salt in the clip and this meaning – what other examples can the children 

come up with whereby we know something is there but we cannot see it. 

Task 

Children to write Hindu’s believe that God is everywhere even if you cannot see him. 

Followed by them drawing and explaining their own example.  

 

2 To recognise the Aum symbol 

and its importance to Hindus  

 Task 1 

Class discussion - Look at the Aum symbol, do the children recognize it? What might it mean and 

where might it be shown in a Hindu home? What does it represent?  

Children to write down 5 – 10 key words e.g. Brahman around the Aum symbol which represent 

Hinduism. 

Task 2 

Show children Hindu and art ppt. discuss first slides briefly as a way into the topic but focus on the 

Henna slides at the end. 

Children use pre-cut hands to decorate using fine black pens.  

Focus on variety of appropriate pattern and careful use of pens. 

3 To be able to describe, explain 

the importance of Ganesh to 

Hindu worship. 

 Look at and describe the image of Ganesh – what can we identify in the picture? What type of 

God do we think he is? E.g. kind, smiling expression etc.  

Why do they think he has an elephant head? Group discussion and then share their ideas (mind 

map on board) 

 

Read the story to the class – pause where Parvati creates little boy and ask who they think it is. 

Pause again after Shiva beheads him and ask them to predict what will happen next. 

 

Pupil Task 

LA – add notes to the story map of Ganesh, have vocabulary bank on the board. 

MA – finish the story map and add appropriate notes 

HA – describe key parts of the story; include a focus on the feelings of Ganesh, Parvati and Shiva. 

4 To look at different Hindu Gods 

and Goddesses and understand 

why there are so many and the 

role they play in Hindu worship.  

 Teacher Input 

Watch the following clip: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/hindu-beliefs-about-god/3632.html  

What does this clip tell us about Hindu Gods?  



Why are they so important to Hindu worship?  

Why might they have more than 1 God?  

 

Task – to go over 2 weeks 

Using the different Top Trump cards the children must come up with their own informative page on 

the Hindu God of their choice. They may use their iPad to find out additional information.  

Things to think of including: 

• Name 

• Characteristics 

• Powers 

• Key features 

• Transport 

 

Some children may wish to plan out their Hindu God information in the first lesson, mind mapping 

before using the app Book Creator to create a fun information book on the Hindu God of their 

choice. 

5 To understand the importance of 

Shrines, Puja Plates and Temples 

to Hindus 

 Put up an image page of Mandirs – what are there first thoughts about what they see, what do 

they think they are? Why? How can you tell this place is special?  

Play the 2 different clips   http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/worship-in-a-hindu-

shrine/3619.html  AND  http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/neasden-temple-

london/5919.html  

Discuss the clip – get children thoughts, compare to places of worship they visit. 

Look back to the images of Mandirs – why might they all be different? Do they all have the same 

role?  

 

Pupil Task (Watch the clip again) 

Children to stick in a picture of a Mandir,  

Write a description of the importance of a Mandir to Hindu worship.  

Label key parts of a Mandir – children to add additional facts on Mandirs using focus questions 

and the iPads to find the answers. 

6 To understand and explain the 

different festivals with a particular 

focus on Diwali. 

 Show the children different images; get the children to note down ideas on mini whiteboards for 

what they think these images show? Share with class and discuss ideas. 

Explain the pictures show 3 different Hindu festivals. 

http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/ngfl/re/b-dag/ngfl-container/re-unit4-en.html  

Rakhi, Holi and Diwali (though only mention Diwali as they will be covering it in more detail next 

week)  

 

Pupil Task 

Look at the different festivals, can you organise them into the correct chronological order. 



Then write a sentence to state why they have so many different festivals and explain which one 

they would most enjoy.  

Light a diva and ask the children to look at the flame: encourage them to write down their initial 

feelings and thoughts. 

Discuss the symbolic significance of light and mention other religions that use light as a symbol. 

Explain how the diva originated from the story, and why it is lit to celebrate Diwali.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/celebrating-diwali/3627.html  

If there are any children who are Hindu within the class- politely ask them if they can share any 

activities and rituals they do during the time of Diwali. 

Look at the tradition Diwali story http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/ngfl/re/b-dag/ngfl-

container/re-unit3-en.html  

Pupil Task 

In pairs they are going to design a poster on Diwali – they must make sure it is eye catching and 

contains lots of detail about the event e.g. date, what they have to do to be a part of it, where it 

might be etc. 

 


