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NEWSLETTER  17.01.22 

 
Spotlight on the Lions Class  
 
Now into our second term and with special memories of the Christmas holidays, we are slowly adjusting to being 

back at school. Many hit the ground running from day one, with those who take a little longer to adjust to the transi-

tion from holiday time to school now settling well into routines once again. 

Of course, a new term brings changes in topics covered in school and whilst in English, we will continue to work from 

the classic novel ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ by Michelle Magorian, we plan to move on to ‘The Spiderwick Chronicles’ 

by Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly Black in which we will follow the adventures of the Grace children, after they move into 

the Spiderwick Estate and ‘discover a world of fairies that they never knew existed’ after half term. Our history topic 

has changed to ‘Ancient Egypt’ and just last week we introduced the topic by discussing and recording what the chil-

dren thought of when they hear ‘ancient Egypt’. As is so often the case, an area of which they think they know very 

little actually turned out to be one in which they knew a great deal more than they did. We were able to categorise 

their recordings into headings, such as religion, daily life, buildings and death. We will also be completing our geog-

raphy unit on the United Kingdom. 

In maths last week and this week, we are racing through fractions! We didn’t have time to complete this unit before 

Christmas and we are catching up fast, determined to secure our understanding of this area of mathematics that can 

so often present its challenges in terms of remembering the process of operations when presented with a problem 

in an assessment situation. Our next two units will be Geometry and Percentages. 

In Science our topic this term, most excitingly, is Earth & Space. Yesterday we began with our own planet earth and 

understanding our position in the solar system. Diagrams were completed, mnemonics were written to remember 

the order of the planets from the sun and a small group worked together to build a solar system model.  Future les-

sons will expand out to the moon and exploring the Big Bang theory. Activities will also involve taking part in games 

and role-plays and measuring gravitational force.  

In art we completed our work on L.S. Lowry at the end of term, using very special Indian ink together with water 

wash to build tonal effects in the images and the completed masterpieces will be on display from next week, alt-

hough a preview of images is included with this report. Out next topics will be oriental art and sculpture. 

In R.E. we will be asking the question, ‘Is anything ever eternal?’ as well as considering whether Christianity is still a 

strong religion 2000 years after Jesus was on Earth. 

In Music we will be completing a unit on Benjamin Britten’s ‘A New Year Carol’ and our second unit will be based 

around ‘You’ve Got A Friend’ and other songs by Carole King. You will have read in our recent newsletter report 

about our work in small groups to plan and write our own Christmas stories about Santa in France. These followed a 

picture book format, with the children’s own illustrations and text written in English, then translated into French! At 

the end of term, we recorded the children reading (in French! as well as English) and showing their stories on Teams 

in order that the recordings might be shared amongst other Trust schools. I was extremely proud of the children who 

did this and delighted to receive an email from Mrs O’Connor of William Howard, in which she says: ‘a huge thank 

you to those who participated in the reading of each others’ work online. I have had positive feedback from Work-

ington Language Leaders who enjoyed looking at the primary schools’ work and sharing their own too.  Thank you so 

much to everyone who put effort into the project- both staff and students’. 

In the spring term, we continue to benefit from the expertise of P.E. specialist staff from William Howard once a 

week, with whom this term, we will be introduced to Dance and later on, Invasion Games.  
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We are looking forward to a hard-working term as we build up to assessments later in the year, longer days and 

warmer weather, we hope! 
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Friendship through the generations 
 
The children have received letters from their matched residents at Lanercost House, it’s such a great 
project to be involved in.  We are hoping to visit the home so that the children can meet their match.   
 
Here are some snippets from the letters our children received; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you so much for 

my letter, I used to have 

a cat who slept in the 

coal shed. I am now 93  

 

I used to have a cat and a dog 

when I wad younger, I enjoy my 

visits from my daughter and 

friends every week and I enjoy 

bingo and entertainers and 

afternoon tea. 

 

I am 87 years old. I like singing and 

dancing, my favorite music is rock 

and roll. I like playing bingo every 

week with my friends here. 

 I used to have many pets over the 

years, dogs, cats, birds and horses 

and enjoyed being out in the 

countryside walking. I enjoyed 

knitting and sowing and 

dancing. I have my older sister in 

the home a few doors away so that 

is nice.  
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Notices 
 

• Staff will now be wearing 
masks around school in 
communal areas  

• We still have spaces available 
in Breakfast Club if parents 
would like to book via 
Parentmail, the cost is £1 per 
day. 
 
 
 
 

Reminders 
 

• After School Clubs have started, 
spaces are still available in some 
clubs, please pop into the office 
if your child would like to sign 
up. 
 
 

Attendance 
 

The class with the highest attendance 
for last week was: 

 

Tigers  
 
 

  Well done! Keep it up!! 

Diary Dates 
 

• Friday 11th February finish for half 
term. 

• Monday 21st February return to 
school 
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Respect…   Responsibility…  Resilience… 
 
 
 

 
  
 

Dylan – Responsibility – Lions Class 
Leland - Resilience – Tigers Class 

Harry.G - Resilience – Jaguars Class 
Brendan – Resilience – Leopards Class 

Natasza - Resilience – Cubs Class 
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