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NEWSLETTER  28.06.21 

 
Spotlight on the Jaguars  
 
 
We have had a very busy couple of months in the Jaguars class and the children have all been working very 
hard. The use of our sticker bookmarks to encourage reading at home has led to some healthy 
competition. Nearly everyone has finished their first and some of the Jaguars are now on their fourth. They 
are very proud of their reading at home and always ask to have the bookmarks checked first thing! We 
enjoyed our Scenes of the Sea art topic, using Another Place by Antony Gormley as our inspiration. The 
children sculpted figures from clay and painted silhouette seascapes using watercolour. They also practised 
sketching. Our Roman topic has also inspired some lovely artwork and the children enjoyed making mosaic 
tiles last week. We also looked at Gaudi's art techniques, noting similarities with Roman mosaic. With this 
knowledge, the children used torn paper to create collage scenes from nature in their art books. We are all 
really excited about our trip to Vindolanda on the 7th July. 
 
We have been reading Charlotte's web as a class and this has led to some excellent writing opportunities 
including a diary entry from Wibur, an information leaflet about spiders and a 'Save Wilbur' persuasive 
argument. It's nice to see even the children who don't like spiders still love Charlotte! 
 
In maths we are recapping and reviewing as much as possible from the year as well as fill any gaps from 
lockdown. We are currently working on direction and will move on to time before we break up. 
 
As the weather is getting so much warmer (finally!) , please make sure that your child has a water in school 
every day. We take them on to the field with us during PE and due to Covid restrictions, we have limited 
cups in school and should not be sharing. 
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IMPORTANT - As COVID cases are rising again please be vigilant in looking for symptoms if your child is 
presenting as poorly. 
If your child has got symptoms, they must get a PCR test at a test centre and the whole household should 
isolate until a negative test result has returned or if the test returns as positive, until you have completed 
the 10-day isolation. Please contact the school as soon as your child becomes poorly or to inform us that 
they are going for a test and then again as soon as you get the result. 
Thank you 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Notices 
 

• Please can parents discuss lunch 
options with their children as 
we’ve had a lot of children     
unhappy with their choices. This 
week’s menu is attached. Thank 
you  

• If anyone needs any help from 
the Food Bank please call school 
and we can help you with that. 
 

Reminders 
 

• Please ensure you are continuing 
to wear a mask when coming on 
to the school site as the rates are 
rising again, we would like to 
keep everyone as safe as         
possible. 

• If your child is off school poorly, 
please state in your message the 
reason e.g. cough, sore throat 
etc. 
 

Attendance 
 

The class with the highest attendance 
for last week was: 

 

Jaguars 
 
 

Well done! Keep it up!! 

Diary Dates 
 

• Tuesday 29th June Sports Morning – 
Cubs 

• Thursday 1st July Sports Day 
Leopards & Jaguars 

• Friday 2nd July Sports Day Tigers & 
Lions  

All sports day events this year will take 
place in class bubbles behind closed 
doors. 

• Last day of term Friday 16th July 
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Cumbria County Council    

Carlisle  Cumbria  CA1 1RD  

T: 01228 226884  F: 01228 606060  E: daniel.barton@cumbria.gov.uk  

     

Dear Parent/Carer  

  

June 2021  

  

RE: LEAVE OF ABSENCE IN TERM TIME  

  

Absence from school due to family holidays taken in term time can be disruptive to children’s education. It can also be disruptive 

to other pupils in the class. In addition, I am concerned that there could be some misunderstanding of the law in relation to 

absence from school because of holidays taken during term time   

  

Any absence from school should be avoided unless for medical reasons, as it can have a serious effect on your child’s educational 

progress, and can create difficulties for them on their return to school, particularly if they are joining a new school or class. It is 

important to note that only the Headteacher can authorise absence from school. Parents/Carers cannot authorise the absence 

themselves.   

  

Changes to legislation have removed the discretionary 10 day period of absence which covered family holidays.  Schools can only 

grant requests for holiday absence in term time in exceptional circumstances. If you believe that your circumstances are 

exceptional you can make a request to the school. In considering a request, the school will take into account the child’s age, the 

time of year of the absence, and the nature of the visit. The Headteacher will also consider the child’s stage of education and 

progress and the child’s overall attendance record. It is highly unlikely that leave will be authorised if examinations or other 

important tests will be missed. Headteachers will not authorise absence unless they believe your circumstances are exceptional. In 

all cases it is best to have a discussion with the Headteacher in order to look at the issues as they affect your child.   

  

All unauthorised absences, including holidays that have not been sanctioned by the Headteacher, are accumulated and parents who 

fail to ensure regular attendance of their children at school can be issued with a Fixed Penalty Notice. The amount is £60 if paid 

within 21days and £120 if paid between 21 and 28 days. It is therefore essential that parents take this into consideration if they are 

thinking of a family holiday in term-time.   

  

The Department for Education define persistent absenteeism as below 90% attendance and schools may wish to use this figure to 

determine whether or not to pursue legal action such as the issuing of a fixed penalty notice.   

  

Many people are working very hard to help your child to succeed. I trust you will support us in this matter, in partnership with 

your child’s school.  

      
  

Yours sincerely   
  

  
Daniel Barton Assistant Director – Education & Skills   

Serving the people of Cumbria  

cumbria.gov.uk         

  

  

Education & Skills 
  
   Cumbria House      117  Botchergate   
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Summer reading challenge 2021 

Cumbria Libraries will be encouraging children to take part in the Summer Reading Challenge 
again this year, when the theme is Wild World Heroes and will be a celebration of reading, nature 
and action for the environment.  

This annual national event, presented by The Reading Agency and funded by Arts Council Eng-
land, encourages children aged 4 to 11 to set themselves a reading challenge to help prevent the 
summer reading “dip.” Cumbria Libraries will help support and motivate thousands of children to 
keep reading to build their skills and confidence. Signing up is free, participants just need to be a 
library member (which is also free!). 

The Challenge is simple; children read whatever they like in their chosen format over the summer 
holidays to receive incentives and a certificate once they’ve completed it. They can read fiction, 
fact books, poetry, joke books, picture books or graphic novels. 

Audiobooks and eBooks can all be used to complete the Challenge and Cumbria Librar-
ies Borrowbox service is a great way to get free access to eBooks and eAudiobooks for the Sum-
mer Reading Challenge. We’ll have a specially selected collection of books just right for Wild 
World Heroes! 

Videos outlining the Summer Reading Challenge are also available on the Cumbria County Coun-
cil YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ja5KNXymsN8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtGOpemWgd4 

The Summer Reading Challenge begins on 10 July and ends in the middle of September 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cumbria.gov.uk/libraries/online_resources/ebooks_audiobooks.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ja5KNXymsN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtGOpemWgd4
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Situation Should I get a PCR test 

and isolate?  

What about others in my 
household?  

When can I stop isolating? 

My child has one 

or more symptoms 

of COVID-19  

(continuous 
cough, high 
temperature, 
change to sense 
of taste/smell) 

Child should get a PCR test 

Child and rest of household isolate 
immediately 

PCR test negative: child and household end 

isolation straight away (as long as not close 

contacts). 

PCR positive: Child and household can end 
isolation on date advised by education setting or 
Track & Trace service. 

My child is ill 
but does not 
have COVID-
19 symptoms 

Only get a PCR test for your child 

if told to do so by their education 

setting (who will have been 

advised by Public Health). 

Child and rest of household should 
isolate until the result of the PCR is 
known. 

PCR test negative: child and household end 

isolation straight away (as long as not close 

contacts) 

PCR positive: Child and household can end 
isolation on date advised by education setting or 
Track & Trace service. 

COVID-19 Testing  

and Isolation  

Advice - 14 June  

2021 
    

Public Health  

Advice for  

Parents  
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My child aged 0-
16 has been 
identified as a 
close contact of a 
positive case 

No PCR test required unless: 

• Child develops symptoms 

• Your child’s setting says a PCR 

test has been advised by Pub-

lic Health 

Child needs to isolate (but not rest 
of  
household) 

Child ends isolation on date advised by education 

setting or Track & Trace service (even if they get a 

negative PCR test result during isolation period) 

Rest of household do not need to isolate unless 
identified as close contacts themselves. 

Cumbria County Council COVID-19 testing and isolation advice 

Situation Should I get a PCR test 

and isolate?  

What about others in my 
household?  

When can I stop isolating? 

My child has done 
an LFD test and it 
is positive 

Child needs to get a PCR test 

within 2 days of a positive LFD test 

result. 

Child and rest of household isolate 
whilst waiting for PCR result. 

PCR test negative: child and household end 

isolation straight away (as long as not close 

contacts) 

PCR positive:  Child and household can end 
isolation on date advised by education setting or 
Track & Trace service. 

My child is not a 
close contact and 
does not have 
symptoms, but 
has been advised 
to get a PCR test 
anyway by public 
health 

Please follow advice and support 

your child to get a PCR test. 

Child and rest of household do not 

need to isolate whilst waiting for 

the  

PCR result 

PCR test negative: no isolation required 

PCR positive: Child and household need to start 
isolation. Household can end isolation on date 
advised by Track & Trace service. 

My child is not a 

close contact of a 

positive case, 

does not have 

symptoms and 

has NOT been 

advised to get a  

PCR test 

Secondary school aged children 

and all adults are advised to test 

twice weekly with Lateral Flow 

Device kits. Find out where to get 

LFD kits here 

LFDs should not be used on 
children younger than secondary 
school age 

Your child and the rest of the household only need 

to isolate if the LFD test result shows as positive. 

If your LFD test result is positive, get a PCR result 
within 2 days. 

Please note: If you have tested positive via PCR for COVID-19 within the past 90 days, you only need to get a PCR 

test again if you develop new COVID-19 symptoms 

You can book a PCR test here: www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or by calling 119 if you do not have internet 

access 
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