Newtown Primary School
September Opening – Our Statement of Intent
As we all continue to work through this global pandemic we want to reassure all members of our school
community that the health and well-being of our children, staff and families remains at the heart of all of our
plans and actions. Our children are also entitled to an education in school, and from September we will
provide as normal a school environment for them as we can.
Intent to Open Fully in September
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on the reopening of Schools in September, guidance has
been released making it clear that schools will open to all pupils, full time from September.
Our own school procedures, the development of Track and Trace and the revised guidance from the
Government mean that we have a really good understanding of how to make our school a safe
environment for everyone within it.
The government guidance to schools is absolutely clear about September:
“Returning to school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. Time out of school is
detrimental for children’s cognitive and academic development, particularly for disadvantaged children. This
impact can affect both current levels of learning and children’s future ability to learn, and therefore we need
to ensure all pupils can return to school sooner rather than later.”
The purpose of this document is to set out our intent to resume full time education for all pupils as long as it
is safe to do so in consultation with parents and carers, unions and Cumbria Local Authority.
Curriculum, behaviour and pastoral support
We aim to:
●

teach an ambitious and broad curriculum from the start of the autumn term, but be flexible enough
to make sure that all children retain the key learning needed to allow them to succeed in all subjects
● teach the school’s normal curriculum in all subjects by summer 2021
● plan on the basis of the educational needs of pupils
● develop remote education so that it is integrated into school curriculum planning should it be
needed
● support pupils in resuming excellent behaviour and behaviour for learning
Primary Assessment
We recognise that pupils have missed a critical period of their education due to lockdown in the 2019 to
2020 academic year. It is really important that we know the impact of this period away from school, and for
the government to know the effect nationally. National assessments will return to normal in the next
academic year with an additional phonics check in Year Two. We will also undertake some assessments
early in the year to help us know what pupils need particular help with.
Minimising risk of transmission, Systems of control and Prevention
As part of planning for full return in the autumn term, we have revisited and updated our risk assessments
to consider the additional risks and control measures which enable us to implement a return to full capacity
in the autumn term. We have ensured that that we will use sensible and proportionate control measures
which follow the health and safety controls needed to reduce the risk to the lowest reasonably practicable
level.
This may mean some changes to:
●
●
●
●

the start and end times of the school day
the way in which we move around school
the layout of classrooms
the way in which before and after school clubs operate

We will continue the new practices that have become normal in all schools. We will:
Keep class/year group “bubbles” apart from each other
ensure contact between the minimum number of people possible
ensure social distancing as much as it is possible to do so
ensure regular and frequent hand washing routines and good and respiratory hygiene
ensure high quality cleaning to minimise risk of infection
closely monitor the situation at all times and will not be afraid to reduce numbers in schools, or to
close entirely if we feel this is necessary to protect our children and staff
● ensure clear, open and regular communication with all members of our school community to ensure
the ongoing safety
● ensure the use of PPE where necessary
● engage with the NHS Track and Trace procedures if necessary
● contain any outbreak by following advice from the Cumbria Health Protection Team
School operation
●
●
●
●
●
●

Attendance
The usual rules on school attendance will apply from September, including:
parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is a registered
pupil at school and they are of compulsory school age;
● schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence
A small number of pupils will still be unable to attend in line with public health advice because they are selfisolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves; or because they are a close contact
of someone who has coronavirus.
●

School uniform
We will return to our usual uniform policy in the autumn term. Uniform will not need to be cleaned any more
often than usual, nor using methods which are different from normal.
Contingency planning – in case of local outbreak
In the event of a local outbreak, the PHE health protection team or local authority may advise a school or
number of schools to close temporarily to help control transmission. We are developing a contingency plan
for this eventuality. This may involve a return to remaining open only for vulnerable children and the
children of critical workers, and a return to providing remote education for all other pupils.
Pupils who are shielding or self-isolating
In future there will be far fewer children and young people advised to shield whenever community
transmission rates are high. Therefore, the vast majority of pupils will be able to return to school. You
should note however that:
●

a small number of pupils will still be unable to attend in line with public health advice because they
are self-isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves; or because they are
a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19)

●

some pupils no longer required to shield but who generally remain under the care of a specialist
health professional may need to discuss their care with their health professional before returning to
school (usually at their next planned clinical appointment)

Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical and/or public health
advice, we will offer them access to remote education. We will link this directly to the lessons in their class
and will expect full engagement with these lessons.

Get in touch
We understand that some children and families may be concerned about returning to school, and it is our
aim to make it feel as normal as possible. If there are particular issues your child may need support with or
if you wish to discuss any part of this document, please get in touch.
Working together we will return to normality for all of the children in our care and continue to provide them
an excellent education which will prepare them for the rest of their lives.
Action Plan
1

Minimise risk
of
transmission,
Systems of
control and
Prevention

School actions
● PPE to be used where
appropriate and in the
provision of intimate care
●

regular handwashing and
good respiratory hygiene
reinforced throughout the
school day

Arrangements
● Sufficient stock of PPE to be kept in
school and guidance issued to staff
on its use
●

●

●

●

2

School
operation

Requirement that people who
are unwell remain at home
Increased and extended
routine cleaning of school
throughout the school day,
including cleaning frequently
touched surfaces and
toilets/washrooms

● Breakfast club
We plan to reopen breakfast club
from September. This is located in
the school hall as usual, with access
through the playground
● After school activity clubs
School will put these additional
activities on hold for September
initially

●
●
●

Children and staff on arrival at school
will be expected to wash hands. This
will be repeated before leaving for the
day
Handwashing will take place at key
points throughout the day;
breaktimes, lunchtimes, when moving
to another room within school. Where
handwashing is not available, hand
sanitiser will be available
Tissues available in every classroom
Catch it, bin it, kill it routines to be
reinforced throughout the school day
Expectations explained to children
throughout the school day and
through assemblies

●

Expectations explained to parents
through newsletters

●

Introduce day time cleaning regime,
using 3 cleaners with clearly defined
routines
We will need to operate a booking
system from September so that
numbers can be planned for

●

●

Once full return has been established,
this will be reviewed and activity clubs
should be able to resume. We will
continue to work with local providers
and offer these within their agreed
timetable for reopening

●

Staggered start and finish
times

●

KS2 – entry via the main school gate
into the KS2 playground. Children
will line up at their classroom door.
School arrival and finish times will be
as usual; 8.45-3.00pm Exit via car
park gate

●

EYFS entry and exit via the
Reception school gate 8:50am to 3pm

●

KS1 – Enter via the main school gate
and follow the path to the KS1
playground. Children will line up at
the entrances to their classrooms
School start time will be 8:55am and
finish time at 2:50pm Exit via car park
gate
Parents will not be allowed in to the
classrooms, but children will be met
by staff.
Parents should ensure that children
arrive promptly rather than early, so
that gathering on the playground is
reduced

●

●

●

phase group bubbles for
teaching

●
●

●

●

Maintain as much space as is
possible within the classroom

Lunchtime

Staggered lunchtimes for each class
Playground zoned/used on rota
basis

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

Suspend whole school
activities indoors, such as
assemblies
Hold PE lessons outdoors
wherever possible

●
●
●

●
●

Children in phases have access to
their own toilets
The playgrounds are directly
accessible by the classroom door, so
traffic in corridors is limited
Shared playground means that break
times will be staggered
All children (except Early years) will
sit forward facing the front of the
classroom
Children enter the hall on a phase by
phase basis
The dining hall will be sectioned and
each phase must be seated before
the next phase enters
Additional food waste stations will be
available to avoid cross phase
transition
Class assemblies will continue
Whole school assemblies will be
broadcast via Teams
Children will continue to receive PE
lessons, held outdoors weather
permitting
Non-contact/minimal contact lessons
to be delivered
Equipment to be cleaned/stored inbetween use

3

4

Curriculum,
behaviour
and pastoral
support

Assessment
and
accountability

●

Ensure a full academic
recovery plan is in place for
all children with an
EHCP/AAP

●

●

Revisit and reinforce
behaviour expectations and
conduct in school

●

To enable smooth transition back into
school, the positive behaviour
systems in place are being further
developed across all Trust schools

●

Implement pastoral support
plans where appropriate

●

●

Prioritise the PSHE
curriculum

●

Baseline assessments

●

Children who may find the return to
school challenging or those
experiencing well-being issues as a
result of the pandemic, will receive
additional pastoral support
The PSHE curriculum will be
delivered weekly to all children, with
additional sessions identified in the
initial stages of re-opening if
necessary
Following the sustained period away
from school, all children will complete
a programme of baseline assessment
at the start of term in September.
This will enable us to set targets for
interventions and catch up
programmes more effectively for
individual children’s needs

●

Statutory assessments

●

During the academic year 2020/2021,
statutory assessments will resume:

-

EYFS baselines and final completion
of the early learning goals
Year 1 and 2 phonics screening
Year 2 end of key stage SATs
Year 4 times table test
Year 6 end of key stage SATs

●

●

●

Curriculum 2020/2021

●
●

5

Contingency
planning – in
case of local
outbreak

●

Planning for lockdown

●

Partial lockdown

●

●

All children with a current plan to
receive tailored interventions to
enable progress and re-engagement
Teaching assistants will be deployed
across school to enable rapid catch
up for pupils

Following baseline assessments, we
plan to deliver the curriculum in full
Additional focus for our younger
children to develop phonics
In the event of school being advised
to close for a 2-week period, children
will be given books to take home in
order to continue learning remotely
If we are advised that one or more of
our ‘bubbles’ are not to attend school
for a 2-week period, we will again
issue children with their books to
continue learning at home

●

Maintain communication with
parents in the event of partial
or full lockdown

●

Learning will be supported by
teachers via on-line methods such as
purple mash and Teams

●

As we are currently doing, we will
continue to communicate via all of our
social media, parent mail and the
school website

